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RECENT LITERATURE 
 
This list is not exhaustive, but highlights some key literature and websites that have come to my 
attention in the past year. 
 
The end of last year saw the publication of the excellent Recent Sawfly Research: Synthesis 
and Prospects edited by S. Blank, S. Schmidt & A. Taeger (Goecke & Evers, Keltern, ISBN 3-
937783-19-9, 704pp). The book is a collection of about 40 papers detailing recent research on 
European and world sawfly life history & ecology, taxonomy, faunistics and checklists as well as 
reviews, biographies and a CD ROM of valuable ‘historic’ literature and colour plates. Several of 
the papers mentioned as ‘in prep’ or ‘in press’ in the note on recent additions to the British list in 
the last newsletter have now been published. These are: 
 
Gibbs, D. (2006). Rose Bud Sawfly, Monardis plana (Klug) (Hymenoptera: Tenthredinidae), new to Britain, discovered in South Wales. 
 British Journal of Entomology and Natural History, 19, 105-108 
Grearson, K.J. (2006). A sawfly, Pristiphora leucopus (Hellén), (Hymenoptera: Tenthredinidae) new to Britain. British Journal of 
 Entomology and Natural History, 19, 1-5 
Knight, G.T. (2006). First British records of the sawfly Emphytus laticinctus (Serville) (Hymenoptera: Tenthredinidae). British Journal of 
 Entomology and Natural History, 19, 193-198 
 
Also on the subject of additions to the British fauna, A.D. Liston & S.M. Blank record four species 
(Xyela curva Benson, Heterarthrus cuneifrons Altenhofer & Zombori, Pseudodineura mentiens 
(Thomson) and Pontania myrsiniticola Kopalke) for the first time from the British Isles: 
 
Liston, A.D. & Blank, S.M. (2006). New and little-known British Xyelidae and Tenthredinidae (Hymenoptera, Symphyta) Entomologist’s 
 Monthly Magazine, 142, 219-227 
 
Excellent photographs and information about leaf-mining sawflies and other leaf-mining insects are 
contained in website www.leafmines.co.uk
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Thank you all for the encouragement and notes contributed since the previous newsletter was sent out 
last spring. This issue contains a variety of articles dealing with national and local recording, conservation 
status, behaviour and taxonomy. I am especially pleased that some of the notes in the last issue have 
been followed up and enhanced by what appears in this one. Because of costs, this is the last newsletter 
that will be sent out as printed copies unless specifically requested, so, if you have not already done so, 
please let me know if you can receive it electronically or require it on paper. Best wishes for a productive 
new year and please continue to send any contributions to me at the address above. 
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BERBERIS SAWFLY Andrew Halstead 
 RHS Garden, Wisley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB 
 
Berberis sawfly Arge berberidis is a European species that was first confirmed as being present in 
Britain when an adult female was sent to the Royal Horticultural Society's members' advisory 
service on 18.4.2002. It came from a private garden at Church Langley, Essex where Berberis 
thunbergii plants had been defoliated in the previous year. Other records of this pest in the London 
area came to my attention during 2002 and it was clear that in some gardens damage to Berberis 
plants had been occurring since at least 2000. As Berberis has no significant defoliators other than 
the sawfly, it is reasonable to assume that this pest first entered Britain, possibly with imported 
nursery stock, at some time in the late 1990s. 
 

Records of the sawfly's distribution have been kept in subsequent years through enquiries sent to 
the RHS advisory service and my own observations. The two maps, prepared by Andrew Salisbury 
with DMAP software, show the distribution up to the end of 2004 and 2006. Initially the sawfly 
made slow but steady progress from the original area of infestation in the counties around London 
but by 2004 there were a couple of more distant records near Lacock, Wiltshire and Dover, Kent. 
These may have resulted from the movement of infested plants, rather than flight dispersal by adult 
sawflies. By the end of 2006, Berberis Sawfly had consolidated its presence in south east England 
and has now been found in the Southampton, Bristol, Coventry, Manchester and York districts. It is 
likely that Berberis Sawfly will continue to spread and before long may be found in Wales and 
Scotland. I would be interested to receive sightings of the adults, larvae or defoliated Berberis 
plants, particularly from areas outside south east England. 
 

Berberis Sawfly Distribution 2002-2004 

© DMAP

Berberis Sawfly Distribution 2002-2006 

© DMAP

Berberis Sawfly larvae on Berberis thunbergii 
Photograph: A. Emmans Dean 

Berberis Sawfly adult ♀
Photograph: G.T. Knight 



Sawfly Study Group Newsletter, January 2007   Page 13 

Berberis Sawfly is likely to be mainly a garden insect in the UK, as that is where its food plants are 
most likely to be found. There are two or three generations during the summer and autumn and so 
larvae can be found at almost any time between May and the end of October. The sawfly's larvae 
are found most frequently on Berberis thunbergii and its many cultivars in gardens and amenity 
plantings. The larvae also feed on Berberis vulgaris, but that is a relatively scarce wild plant in 
Britain. Other Berberis species and hybrids on which I have found larvae are Berberis 'Georgei', 
Berberis jamesiana and Berberis x ottawensis. The larvae also feed on the foliage of some 
Mahonia species and hybrids. I have found adult Arge berberidis visiting the flowers of Eryngium 
caerulescens and fennel (Foeniculum vulgare). 
 
For further information on the biology and identification of Arge berberidis, see Halstead, A. J. 
(2004). British Journal of Entomology and Natural History 17 p131 - 135. 
 
REQUEST FOR WELSH RECORDS 
 Guy Knight 
 
I am currently working with the Countryside Council for Wales in compiling a provisional checklist 
of sawfly species recorded from Wales. On the whole, the country has been relatively poorly 
recorded for this group in the past, however, apparent growing interest and a recent spate of 
interesting records suggest that it is timely to produce a provisional list at least to engender 
enthusiam for future recording. 
 
I would be very grateful to receive any records of sawflies (address above) from Wales in just 
about any format. Similarly, I would be very happy to look through any unidentified material from 
trap samples or prepared collections. 
 
MEMBER PROFILES 
 
Laurence Clemons Address: 14 St. John’s Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 4NE. Date of birth: 
2 October 1956 Occupation: Secondary school teacher. Entomological interests: Mainly Diptera, 
Hymenoptera and Hemiptera. Recorder/referee for Diptera and Symphyta within the Kent Field 
Club (The Natural History Society of Kent) and also British Tephritidae Recording Scheme co-
ordinator. Publications on sawflies: 
Clemons, L.; 1989. Notes on some sawflies in Kent. Sawfly Study Group Newsletter 4: 2-3.171. 
Clemons, L.; 1997. Sawfly Recorder’s Report Bulletin of the Kent Field Club 42: 66-70. 
Clemons, L.; 1998. Sawfly Recorder’s Report Bulletin of the Kent Field Club 43: 91-93. 
Clemons, L.; 2000. Kent Sawflies 1999 Bulletin of the Kent Field Club 45: 95-97. 
Clemons, L.; 2004. Kent Sawflies 2003. Bulletin of the Kent Field Club 49: 110-112. 
Clemons, L.; 2006. Sawfly Recorder’s Report. Bulletin of the Kent Field Club 51: 148-150. 
Current sawfly project: Collating records of the sawflies of Kent Watsonian Vice-Counties 15 and 
16 with the view to producing a definitive historical account. 




